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No one knows when we or a loved one will die, but we can
take   
. .  .
 steps 
now
to help make sure that burial costs and other final expenses will be covered when the bills come due.
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FINAL EXPENSES
)

	
Estimated Final Expenses
	
Estimated Need

	
FUNERAL COST ESTIMATES
Professional services, embalming, visitation, etc.
Casket, cards, clothing, etc.
Vault, liner
TOTAL ESTIMATED FUNERAL EXPENSES
	

$4,511
$2,695
   $807
$8,013

	
CEMETERY COST ESTIMATES
Cemetery Plot ($500 and up in metro areas)
Headstone ($400-$1,300 and up)
Opening and Closing Grave
TOTAL ESTIMATED FUNERAL EXPENSES
	

$834
$883
$902
$2,619

	
TOTAL ESTIMATED BURIAL EXPENSES
	
$10,632

	
Other hospital and medical bills not paid by medical insurance, attorney fees, court costs, taxes, etc.
	
$10,023

	
TOTAL ESTIMATED FINAL EXPENSES
	
$20,655


 (
Sources: New Jersey State Funeral Directors Association, 2002 survey; National Center for Policy Analysis “How Much Does it Cost to Die” (2002); “Federal Estate and Gift Tax Reports” Commerce Clearing House; Probate based on average of $50,000.
) (
HOW MUCH
could final expenses cost?
Over $20,000!
That’s right. The amount needed to cover final expenses for yourself or a loved one could be over $20,000. These are only estimates and will vary by state, funeral home, choice of merchandise and the size of the decedent’s estate.
It’s comforting to know your final expenses are covered. Why leave your loved ones with a financial burden as well as a loss?
A life insurance policy can help provide the thousands of dollars usually needed to cover the cost of funeral services and burial. 
)
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